
People’s Anti-Cruelty Association  |  Albuquerque Animal Rescue

Care for life since 1973

Volume 23, Issue 1, June 2016

A  New Leash on Life......1

A New Leash on Life
A Publication of the People’s Anti-Cruelty Association of New Mexico, Inc. / Albuquerque Animal Rescue

YOUR DONATIONS MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO HELP DOGS AND CATS THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE BE LEFT TO SUFFER OR DIE.  
HERE ARE A FEW EXAMPLES OF HOW YOUR DONATIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

VLADIMIR - THE WILL TO SURVIVE

When Vladimir first came to us he looked like he was at death’s 
door. He was scrappy looking and had wounds on his head, an 

upper respiratory infection and was not neutered. In his eyes you could 
see the look of misery and defeat. He was brought to us by a lady who 
was the pet-sitter for an elderly woman who had recently passed away. 
He had lived a life as an indoor/outdoor cat and was free to roam the 
neighborhood as he wished. His tattered ears showed us that he had 
been in many cat fights during his life. However, our cat volunteers Jill 
and Thecla were optimistic that our vets would get him cleaned up and 
healthy…and neutered. But, it wasn’t long after he was dropped off at the 
spay/neuter clinic that they called us and said “you need to come get this 
cat, he’s basically dying.” This was especially disheartening since we had 
realized what a sweet, loving, and affectionate cat he was. As scary and 
rough as he looked, he was really one of the friendliest cats we can say 
we have ever come across.
Determined not to give up on this warmhearted fellow, Thecla 
rushed Vladimir to another vet’s office that was equipped to handle 
illness. Vladimir’s wounds (infected abscess) were treated and his 
upper respiratory infection was addressed. It was also discovered 
that he had a heart murmur and was FIV-positive. He spent a long time 
recuperating at Jill’s house and slowly started to recover. Despite being 
so sick, he was always so gentle and open to petting and scratching and 
snuggling. He has since regained his strength and is looking & feeling 
much better these days. 
Vladimir is now up for adoption and desperately hopes to find a 
permanent home where he can spend as much time as possible on any 
person’s lap. He has Russian Blue coloring and is likely 6-8 years old. 
Despite being FIV-positive, he has a chance at a fairly long life. He 
does not take any daily meds. FIV Feline Immuno Deficiency Virus) 
is not transmitted to humans or dogs. It can only be passed to other 
cats through deep bite wounds. It is no longer believed that FIV (Feline 
Immunodeficiency Virus) can be passed to other cats by simple, casual 
contact. Adopting a cat that is FIV-positive (if you have another cat) 
is a decision you should make after consulting your veterinarian. We 
are convinced that when the right family comes along for Vladimir, 
they will be undeniably pleased that they chose him. Please come meet 
Vladimir at PetSmart on Academy and Wyoming and see for yourself.

PACA/AAR SUCCESS!

TOP: Vladimir looking pretty beat up at first.

BOTTOM: Vladimir all healed up and ready for adoption.
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New Mexico’s beautiful Spring and Summer seasons 
also bring a third season for PACA/AAR…KITTEN 

SEASON! This year certainly did not disappoint. At the time 
of this publication PACA had 25 litters of kittens in foster 
homes.  Most of these kittens are brought in by our feral cat 
TNR team. They do not just trap, sterilize, and release feral 
adults. They often trap pregnant cats, nursing mothers, and 
the kittens themselves. If we trap a lactating mother we go to 

great lengths to find her kittens. It is not unusual 
for our TNR volunteers to crawl under houses, 
through ceiling spaces, and into other secluded 
areas they probably shouldn’t be venturing into. But 
they never fail to eventually find the litters that are 
inevitably crying out for their mothers. As long as the 
kittens are 6 weeks or less, they are tame and make 
great adoptable pets. 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!

A BITTERSWEET SEND-OFF
We at PACA/AAR were so proud to see volunteer 

Keaton Gruda graduate from UNM in May with 
a degree in Exercise Science. He is now moving on to 
Northern Arizona University to pursue his Doctorate of 
Physical Therapy degree. But we are also very sad to see 
him go as he has been such an asset to our dog clinic and 
dog fostering team. Keaton has been remarkably dedicat-
ed to helping with dog fostering and the running of our 
weekly dog adoption clinics. Setting up for dog clinics 
is very hard work and involves a lot of heavy lifting. 
During the day all dogs must be walked a few times and 
otherwise looked after. After a nonstop day working with 
potential adopters and taking care of 20-plus dogs then 
all of the equipment must be broken down and hauled 
back to the trailer. All of this is often done in cold, hot 
or windy weather. One day of working at our dog adop-
tion clinics will wear out even the strongest and fittest of 
people. Keaton has done all of this consistently for the 
last 3 years. His favorite job though is fostering dogs of 
his favorite breed: pits and pit mixes.  Keaton tells us he 
will be back after graduate school, and we will anxiously 
be waiting. But for now he on to the next adventure in his 
life which he has worked very hard to reach. We will sure miss you Keaton and wish you only 
the best of luck!
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If you are an animal lover who also likes to rescue dogs, the worst thing that 
can happen to you is to have a neighbor who is a neglectful pet owner.  Our 

long-time volunteer and rescuer Sally has lived with this burden for years. Sally 
lives in a remote village between two different reservations. Not a single day goes 
by without seeing at least one desperate, stray dog hanging around any location 
that she may be at. She also passes many houses with several dogs chained up in 
yards often without enough shelter, water or food.  One particular neighbor of 
Sally’s has been taking in stray dogs for years. However his idea of saving these 
poor creatures is to chain them up or place them in small cages in his yard. Sally 
was constantly trying to help the dogs by providing food and supplies they often 
lacked. Over the years she was able to talk this neighbor into giving her some of 
the dogs so that she could bring them to PACA to be adopted out. Sally would 
take the two-hour trip to Albuquerque to bring these dogs to their vet appoint-
ments and to adoption clinics to find loving new families. 
Recently the neighbor went away suddenly and abandoned all the dogs on his 
property. Sally started to feed the dogs, and wanted to take possession of the 7 
dogs so that she could help them. But the local Animal Control Officer told her 
she could not take them, as they were still owned by the man regardless of where 
he was. Sally continued to feed the dogs daily, yet she was still not allowed to 
rescue Cinnamon or any of the others from their suffering. Sally had watched 
Cinnamon suffer in a small cage for a very long time. Cinnamon continually 
produced litters of pups that Sally was able to take and bring to PACA to adopt 
out. The owner was not, however, willing to let Sally provide Cinnamon with a 
free spay offered by PACA.  One day Sally noticed that Cinnamon had (again) 
delivered 5 pups in the dirt in the small cage. Requests to take possession of Cin-
namon and her pups were repeatedly denied by family members that occasional-
ly showed up to the abandoned house. One night a crazed bear tore through the 
entire village attacking and killing pets and livestock throughout the entire area. 
He attacked and killed one of the dogs that was chained up in the yard. He then 
tried to attack Cinnamon and her pups through the poorly-built, rickety cage. 
Cinnamon fiercely protected her pups and was able to keep them safe from the 
bear. The horrific event came to an end when a resident farther away shot and 
killed the bear after it killed some of his goats. 
After that terrifying event, the neighbor’s family finally allowed Sally to take 
Cinnamon and her two pups. The neighbors had already given away three of the 
pups. But Cinnamon was finally free of her life of misery, and she and her pups 
immediately received medical care. They were now sleeping in a warm house 
with plenty of food, water, and affection. It did not take long for Cinnamon’s 
pups, Crystal and Cindy Lou to find their forever, loving homes through PACA. 
Cinnamon also recently found her forever home with Karen and her new doggy 
sibling Roxie.

Cinnamon

Brave mama 
CINNAMON/CHIQUITA (left)

Puppy CINDY LOU/BELLA & brother 
BUSTER

     Puppy Crystal, now DOLLY
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HAPPY TAILS!

BELLA - Stephanie tells us “We 
are so happy with our girl, Bella. 
Thanks, PACA, for rescuing 
her.”

CHARLIE/MOZZIE -  
Spoiled? Who? Me????

PARKER/MINDY - Bob 
and Lana tell us how much 
they love their new addition 
and couldn’t be happier 
with her.

PIPER - Piper is fitting in 
wonderfully with his new 
family. “Thank you guys for 
the good work you do! Love, 
The Page Family “

SUGAR receiving full 
graduation honors with new 
mom Barbara.

RIVER (left) with new sister 
Ami - Chris & Rhoda took 
River to their home near 
Mountainair. They take long 
walks together.
 

WAYLON/BRINKLEY - Sweet 
Brinkley was in bad shape with 
heartworm and bad hips. He is now 
worm-free and has had surgery to 
correct his hips.  He is in a new forever 
home with Stephen and Carla.

DANERYS - This lucky pup gets 
lots of attention from all of her 
new “siblings”.

EUGENE - “Eugene is 
really warming up to us. He 
loves snuggling
up close to us and rubbing 
against us. He won’t stop 
purring, you
can really tell he is happy.”

DOLLY/RILEY got 
adopted, and then 2 weeks 
later moved to Alaska. 
She gets a ton of outdoor 
playtime in many beautiful 
places. Luckily, she took to 
the snow right away and 
loves it!

BRYCE/TIG -
This little guy is loving all 
the attention that his new 
family gives him. The two 
young daughters of the 
household shower him 
with affection.

BEAUTY (top) with new 
brother Elwood. The whole family 
loves Beauty, and Elwood certainly 
does not mind having her “laying 
around”.

RUFINA - This sweet, beautiful 
girl lived an uncertain life outdoors 
with a feral pack. After PACA took 
her in, we realized this was not a 
wild cat, and she is now living a life 
of comfort and never has to worry 
about being a street cat again.
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HAPPY TAILS! (cont.)

BUDDY (left) came to us as a stray cat who had been 
hit by a car. He had an injured hip that required many 
weeks of cage rest which he did not enjoy at all. After 
his hip healed up, he was adopted by Margret who 
also adopted another PACA rescued cat named Breen. 
They are now named Catooine and Leeloo. As you can 
see, they are quite content with each other and with 
their new home.

MINNIE PEARL is quite 
happy in her new home with 
new owner Christopher.

HEIDI/CALI has a new family 
that finds her delightful and fun.  

NATE/CASHEW has worked very hard 
to fit in with his new doggie sisters.  He 
tries to please and always greets them 
with a kiss or gentle love nip on the ear. 
He has now won them over and has fun 
playing and napping right next to them.

COOPER with his new 
mommy Theresa. He has two 
new canine sisters!

MAUREEN - “This is my 
Momo. Maureenie Peach 
Bellini. Also known as 
Mo-Viscous, the Mo-Tease 
Falcon or Mo-Cat for your 
money....We love her for her 
spunk.”

GRACIE/EVIE (left) loves 
her new home with older 
sibling Rey Rey.

GISELLE/KIKA - Her 
entire family is head over 
heels for her!

DANNER/HOUDINI - New 
owner Tamma says he is the 
sweetest kitten and is adjusting 
well in her home with her three 
dogs.

FAWN/MOLLY - Molly is small but 
has a mighty personality and loves to 
hunt lizards. She also has a new doggy 
sister named Mia.



TWO FRIENDS JOIN TOGETHER WITH PACA 
TO ASSIST A FAMILY IN NEED!

by Linda Bickelman

Vegas was a 13 year old cat that was having serious medical problems, and 
her elderly owners who were very low income could not get an urgent 

appointment with the City Shelter’s free vet clinic. Their cat was designated a 
service pet for the husband who has PTSD, so she was a very important and 
necessary member of their family. They decided to call Ms. Coleman, their 
Case Manager at Blue Cross Blue Shield, who happens to be the owner of two 
PACA cats to see if she could help. Ms. Coleman called her friend, Linda, who 
is a PACA volunteer for kitten fostering and cat adoptions.  After hearing the 
story PACA board members agreed that PACA would help this family out. 
Unfortunately, after Linda picked Vegas up and brought her to VCA veter-
inary Clinic, it was determined that Vegas had end-of-life renal failure and 
could not be saved. As Linda was consoling the family she noticed a beautiful, 
9 year-old PACA cat named Ernie who was being shown in a cage in the VCA 
waiting room. Ernie was surrendered to PACA by an ex-military man who 
was devastated that he could no longer keep his best friend. Two days later 
Linda brought the couple to visit with Ernie, and the day after that she took 
Ernie to his new home. Thanks to PACA and two cat-loving friends, this story 
ends happily for Ernie and his forever family. We have received updates that 
everyone is doing well together.

OUR WONDERFUL PACA SUPPORTERS!

Herb and Barb Aamodt
Cynthia Abeyta
AMAZON SMILE
Sandy Anaya
Anastasia Andersen
ANONYMOUS
Viola Archibeque
Melanie Baise
Marilyn Olive Baker-Brown
Kay Ballinger
Diane Banach
Dianne Baney
Edward and Janice Barrares
Bonnie Bashein Estate
Janice Bird
Lisa Bjarke
Margaret Bobb
Bonner Family Foundation
Sarah Ann Bowler-Hill
Kathy Brandt
Kelly Brewer
Mary Ann Brewington
Anne Browne
Stephanie Bruton
Susan Bulla
Peggy and Lee Burnett
Wendy Bustard
Irene Butscher
Phil Campbell
Pablo Candelaria
Kimberly Cantieri
Kay Christian
Sara Christopherson
Karen Clapper

Clarissa Clark
Sandra Clark
Daniel and Patricia Clifford
Mary Cocco
Bill and Barbara Colclough
Bill and Mary Colclough
Gloria Collins
Frank and Suzanne Cooke
COSTCO MATCHING
Robert and Debra Cranwell
Sharon Cruse
Kathy Cummings
Cathy Dahms
DANDY-TIME BOARDING 
KENNEL
Soni Dastoli
Nicole Duke
Ellen Dworsky
Mary Edgar
Gina and Joe Encee
Leslie Epps
Gilbert Escarcida
Meredith Faith
David and Victoria Fergeson
Victoria Ferguson
Charles Fernandez
Donna Jo Finley
Sanford Fish
Susan Fitzpatrick
Charlotte Flynn
Margaret Forgach
FORGOTTEN TO FOREVER 
RESCUE & TRANSPORT
Jennifer Francis

R.M. Fye
Kathleen Garrett
GENERAL MILLS MATCHING
Angela Gieri
Kay Leigh Glover
Emily Gonzales
Christina Gonzalez
GOOD SEARCH
Ellie Gracey
Liz Gravning
Marlene Griffin
Stanley Griffith
Wanda Grover
Heather Guather
Carlos Gutierrez
Gregory Gutierrez
H.P. MATCHING
Roger and Donna Hagengruber
Betty Hahn
Lise Hanold
Susan Hapka
Julie and Kevin Hart
Lisa Harvey
Mary Harwood
Irene Healy
Thomas Hedin
Zora Hesse
Mary Hogland
Diane Holdridge
HONEYWELL
Linda Horseman
Arnold and Robin Howard
Deborah Howard
Susan Howick

Sheri Hurt
INTEL CORPORATION
Michelle James
Tommy Jaramillo
John Johnson
Dorothy Kelly
Lisa Kemper
Stephen and Margaret King
Mackie and Shirley Kitts
Jill Kleven and Mark Stein
Lynne Klevenger
Mike Klingensmith
Carol Koblinski
Keith and June Kofford
Alan Konrad
David and Kerry Kopelcheck
Devin Lachowsky
Susan Lang
Jessica and Morgan Langer
Ralph and Celina Levine
Jacqueline Levy
Nannette Lichtenhan
Wendy Limperis
LLP MATCHING
Elyse Lluncor
Marilyn Lohr
Maria Long
Ruth Long
Ken and Norm - Long Leash on Life
Carmen Lopez
Lorraine Lopez-Sadler
LOS ALAMOS LABS DONORS
Karen Lunt
Gloria Mack
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Kelton and Charlie Mahan
Carol Maloney
Jeffery and Michelle Mann
Elizabeth and Ralph Manny
Nancy Marano
Ruth Mareda
Mike and Nancy McCabe
Elizabeth McClung
Linda McGuffee
Susan Meade
Rhonda Methvin and Angela Purvis
MICROSOFT MATCHING
Paula Miller
Roger and Candy Minke
Jan Mitchell
Cyndi Montoya
Richard and Sandra Murray
Robert and Teresa Nachman
Teri Nesburg
Clayton and Joanne Newman
Leila Norris
Amy O’Brien
Cherie and Shawn O’Keefe
Matt and Lucinda O’Nuska
Ralph and Arlene Odenwald
Beverly Ortiz
Luci Osaki
Eleni and Gregory Otto
Gloria Owen
Amy Pacheco
David Padilla
Theresa Padilla
Sallie Palmer
James Pankey
Cindi Parker
Shirkey Ann Patterson
Karen Peer
Bruce and Mary Pertile
Jacqueline Peterson
Sandra Mueller, MD
Gail Phillips
Sheila Pugach
Rosamond Ragland
Ted and Audrey Reichelt
Michael and Linda Rex
Vera Rice
Deborah Lynne Risvold
Friend Roubidoux
Mary Ryland
Justina and Kevin Sanchez
Kendra Scarborough
Angela Scheurenbrand
Diane Schmidt
Edwin Segura
Brenda Shafer
Mary Shanklin
Gary and Shelly Shepherd
Claire Sinclair
Lesley Small
Theodore Smith

SMITH’S FOOD & DRUG
Linda Stellamacher-Lester
Georgine Stob
Marilynn Stone
Rex Stone
Jean and Dan Stouffer
Michelle Strade
Tommy Stup
Dave and Karen Styers
Dan Sullivan
John and Andrea Summers
 Sutin, Thayer, & Browne
Jim and Marian Sutton
Antwinete Taylor
Katie Taylor
THE GAP MATCHING
Friend Thomas
Carla Thompson
Christine Tomlin
Tom and Linda Truby
Deborah Trujillo
William Turner
UNITED HEALTHCARE GROUP
UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL NM
Anna Van Huss
Dave Vogt
Dawn Walker
Tok Wallace
Barbara Wardlaw
Jack and Laurel Westman
Richard and Jill Wexler
Leslie White
Marcia Whitmer
Natasha Wilcox
Camille Wilder
Melissa and Susan Williams
Andrew Wilson
Katie Witkiewitz
Marcia Witmer
Sharon Wolfe
Stara Wright
Anne Yoken
Donna Young
Linda Young
Phillip Young
Lisa Youngner
Susan Zeitler
Diana Zelnio
David and Gail Zemke
Anne Zimmerman
Linda Zimmerman

Spay/Neuter Program for the public is still 
plugging along!

Your donations to the FIX the 505! Program helped 
us pay for the cost of spaying & neutering 67 dogs 
and 261 cats as of June 1, 2017. We are on target 
to beat last year’s numbers. We hope the program 
continues to grow with the help of your donations. 
We are grateful to the vets that help us with this 
daunting task. Here are some pictures of more happy 
doggy clients whose owners are extremely grateful 
to have gotten help from PACA/AAR.

Say hello to Helen and her brood. Spring is the 
season when we trap lots of outdoor mom cats and 
their babies. We have trapped over 20 mom/kitten 
sets already in 2017 (June). We keep the families 
together until the babies are eating solid food, at 
which time the babies go to 
foster homes until they’re big 
enough to fix and adopt out. 
Most of the moms are feral, 
so we spay them and return 
them to the location where 
they were trapped. However, 
tame moms like Helen 
are adopted out to loving 
new homes! Thank you for 
supporting our FIX the 505! TNR Program.

!
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
DONATION FORM FOR PACA/AAR 

People’s Anti-Cruelty Association of New Mexico/Albuquerque Animal Rescue 
PACA/AAR 
PO Box 21280 
Albuquerque, NM  87154-1280

Name:        

Mailing Address: 

City, State, Zip Code: 

Telephone: 

Email: 

PLEASE APPLY MY DONATION TO: 

     Wherever is needed most. 

     Membership:          Senior/Student ($10)  Individual ($30)       Family/Sponsor ($50)  Patron ($100+) 

     FIX THE 505 PUBLIC SPAY/NEUTER PROGRAM:        Dog/Puppy         Cat/Kitten  Feral Cat TNR 

     OTHER:  (memory/honor/etc.) _____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PACA/AAR is a registered, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization serving New Mexico since 1973. 

YES!  I want to donate to 
PACA/AAR and help 

continue the 
mission of rescuing abused 
and abandoned dogs and 

cats in our community.  By 
supporting PACA/AAR I am 

supporting the no-kill 
philosophy. 

PACA contact info goes here. Copy from 
previous newsletter you received via email. 


